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DIA H Dandy Walker  
(DIA H Major Boy X Red Mountain Alexa)  

KTM Tequila Rio 

(Jan Mabie Pace X Mary Mels High C)  

 

              Plenty or horses of all ages, colors, and genders. Easy prices and plenty of gait. 

 Breeding Gaited Morgans since 1976 

Ken Thomas, 650 E 1080 N. , Richfield, UT.  84701  
( 4 35 )  896-6824 or 979 - 7203   Email 

klthomas@altazip.com  
www.thomasmorgans.com  

Introducing the Silver Dapple Project at Thomas Morgans!! 
Last breeding season we made the decision to work at producing additional Silver Dapple 
Morgans and hopefully add some additional gait to the Dapple.  Here’s part of the 2009 crop 
of Silver Dapples by Schaenzer’s Silver Eagle.  We have 3 black silver dapples, and 1 brown 
silver dapple. And we’ve got gait! 



 

 

        PRESIDENT                                          VICE-PRESIDENT 
VOTE FOR 

    GARY GRAY   BRENT SKIDMORE 

+ 

 
Where can you find more combined Gaited Morgan ownership and  
experience anywhere else in the world?  Right here with these two  
gentlemen who RIDE and use the Gaited Morgan for their Mountain  

adventures and know this horse well. 
This year when your ballots arrive vote for Gary Gray President 

and Brent Skidmore Vice-President.  This dynamic duo of Gaited 
Morgan owners and breeders will be the dedicated team we need 
for the future of MSFHA.  Gary Gray and Brent Skidmore live just 

within miles of each other near American Fork Utah where planning 
and collaboration has been going on for half a century and will continue 
into the next.  The strength and Ideals of the Utah based breeding pro-
gram is poised to be handed forward to future generations through the 
hard work and positive engagement of the minds of this dynamic duo. 
As Gaited Morgans gain popularity, this is the team for education and 

promotion of Gaited Morgans Nationwide. 

               JOIN WITH THESE OTHER BREEDERS AND OWNERS WHO SUPPORT THIS TEAM OF LEADERS FOR MSFHA 
 

Gary Gray, Silvershoe Morgans, Ken Thomas, Thomas Morgans, Mel and Mary Frandsen, MaryMel Morgans, Bruce Olson, Larry Barlow,  
Jim and Vali Suddarth, Missouri Morgans, Frank Pulley, Janet and Stan Hunter, Hunter Hill Morgans, Sue and Steve Schaenzer, Rainbow’s Gait Morgans,  

Noel Powers, Brent & Marsha Skidmore, Sky Habor Morgans, Earlene Knight, Kathyrn Schwartz, Rhonda and Donnie Pruett, Sue & Lin Hokanna,  
Helga Loncosky, Beacon Hill Morgans, Perelle Morgans, Oclolo Morgans, Lorrie Gray, Chuck West, Heidi and Clint Sutton ,Everdawn Morgans,  

Lance Lester, Jared Young, Mike Armstrong, Tom and Nancy Harris, Foxton Morgans, Jan Gingold and others. 

A Natural Combination 
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Morgan Single-Footing Horse Association 
Membership Form 

You don’t have to own a gaited Morgan or any 
horse to join!   

Membership includes four issues of the MORGAN SINGLE-FOOTING 
NEWS 

 Check one: (   ) One year..$20.00       
Canadians add $5.00 

 Memberships are on a Jan. through Dec. basis.  
The MORGAN SINGLE-FOOTING NEWS is issued quarterly. 

Publication months: February 1  May 1  September 1  December 1 
 

Name________________________________________________ 
 
Farm Name________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________ 
 
City:________________________________________________ 
 
State: ______________Zip____________ 
 
Phone: (______) ________________________________ 
 
E-Mail 
Address______________________________________________ 
Web site 
address______________________________________________ 
 

Check: ( ) Stallion Service ( )Stallion Service/Semen 
Trans ( ) Stock For Sale ( ) Visitors Welcome 

 
Make checks payable to MSFHA and mail to:  

         
             Janet Hunter 337 Hess Lane  
                     Cobden, IL 62920 

Any typos or omissions PLEASE let me know.   
Apology in advance.   

Sue Schaenzer of Rainbow’s Gait Morgans is in 
Eugene Oregon. 

 
Alice Rossington on her gaited Morgan "Sky Sadie"  

participating in the three day Color Country Endurance ride.  
Photography by Steve Bradley of  
      stevebradleyphotography.com 

Thank you Alice and Steve for that submission. 
Back Cover is Lance Lester on Indy  

MSFHA  STANDARD GAIT DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Single-foot:  a broad term used by old time horsemen to describe any gait other than a two beat gait.  A single foot  hits the ground one at a 
time.  MSFHA has adopted the term ‘Single-Foot” as an umbrella term to describe the continuum.  It includes the following gaits: fox trot, running walk, 
rack and stepping pace. 
 
Fox Trot:  A four beat gait where the diagonal hooves move together with the front hoof hitting the ground slightly before the rear. 
 
Running Walk:  An even four beat cadence with each hoof hitting the ground  singly, similar to a flat foot walk but with more speed. 
 
Rack:  A four beat cadence with each hoof hitting the ground singly but somewhat laterally in nature.  The rack more closely resembles the 
running walk, but can develop more speed. 
 
Stepping Pace:  A four beat gait in which the lateral hooves move together with the hind hoof hitting the ground slightly before the front.  This 
gait is sometimes called a broken pace. 

 Correspondence 
6 Notes from readers 
 

Member Activities 
 
20 Member Profile 
       Kathyrn Fisher 
 
 

Gait Related Articles 
16  The Essence of Gait by Mimi Busk-Downey 

                      Regular Features 
President's Message 4  
AMHA News  5 
MSFHA News 5 
 
 

MSFHA gets a new 
URL for the  website 
www.gaitedmorgans.org 
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The Morgan Single-Footing Horse Association (MSFHA) is a recog-
nized service organization of the American Morgan Horse Associa-
tion (AMHA). The MSFHA takes the position of promoting all Morgan 
types and disciplines with particular emphasis and promotion of the 
inherent four beat gaits found within the present registry of the Mor-
gan breed.  MSFHA is committed to research, education and promo-
tion of these  Morgan horses due to their outstanding athletic abili-
ties. 

Visit our web site at http://www.gaitedmorgans.org 

The Morgan Single-Footing Horse News  
is the official newsletter of the Morgan Single-Footing 
Horse Association under the umbrella of the American 
Morgan Horse Association.  Neither the Associations nor 
the editors are responsible for opinions expressed in the 
articles or letters submitted for publication.  Articles, pho-
tos or other submissions must come with permission to 
publish and be free of copyright infringement and are 
guaranteed as such by anyone submitting items.  

2006-2008  Officers 
President 

Ken Thomas, Thomas Morgans 
650 E. 1070 N 

Richfield, UT 84701 
klthomas@altazip.com 435-896-6824  

 
Vice President 

Mel Frandsen Marymel Morgans 
American Fork, Utah 

marymelm@aol.com 801-756-4655 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Janet Hunter, Hunter Hill Morgan Farm 

337 Hess Lane 
Cobden, IL 62920 

hunterhf@shawneelink.net  618-833-6728 
 

                                                Publisher/ Editor 
Vali Suddarth, Missouri Morgans 

4832 State Road BB 
Montreal, MO 65591 

vali@dam.net 573-286-1954 
 

Advisors: 
Gary Gray, Silvershoe Morgans 

Highland, UT 
801-756-4175 

gary_l_gray22@msn.com 
 

Jim Suddarth  MissouriMorgans 
vali@dam.net 417-286-4720 

573-286-3763 
 

Noel Sousa-Powers 
Foster City, CA 94404 

650-570-0511 
seamystiq@msn.com 

 
Don Prohaska, Bucksnort Morgans 

Kasson, MN 
507-634-7514 

bucksnort@pobox.com 
 

Martha Cather, Val Verde Morgans 
San Antonio, New Mexico 

505-835-5685  
martha@prrc.nmt.edu 

                            Member Benefits  
 

• Quarterly newsletter 
 

• Half Price discount web sites by Heidi Sutton Design 
 

• Free text ads on classifieds page of MSFHA web site when submit-
ted as you wish it to appear on the MSFHA site.  We reserve the 

right to reject any submissions that are not properly composed or lack 
contact information!! 

 
• Free listing on member page if requested 

 
All PAID photo advertisements are posted on MSFHA Classifieds 

page as they appear in newsletter. 
 

  Advertising Rates: 
Color  ads:                         B&W ads: 

Full Page: $60                     Full Page: $30 
  Front inside cover $100. 

Back Cover $100.                                              1/2Page: $15             
Short classified ad- $10.00 
  Business card ad- $10.00 

 
 

Articles, ads and photos submission  
 

 Articles, ads, or photographs  may be mailed via   
    post office to Vali Suddarth 4832 State Road BB, Montreal, MO 
65591 or emailed to vali@tds.net  E-Mailed documents should be 
submitted in Word (doc,& wpd) jpeg, pdf. Scan photos at or about 
300 dpi for clearest picture.  Please keep files under 400 kb where 
possible for faster downloading.   
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President’s Note 
     Spring has finally arrived here in Utah. The crops are planted, irrigation water is coming, foals on the 
ground and work in full swing. The snows are receding in the mountains and starting to fill the reservoirs. The 
first pack trip of the year already under our belts and already getting antsy to get into the high country. Its a bit 
early but cant help dreaming. As always, more youngsters to break than time to do it. I hope this issue finds 
each of you well and happy. 

This issue will have the election ballot for new officers. I encourage each of you to get acquainted with the 
candidates and to vote. This is our club and everyone needs to be involved. I know the frustration in voting for 
those who you don't know. May I suggest if you are not acquainted with those on the ballot then get hold of 
someone you trust and ask questions.  

I know each of those on the ballot and can confidently say that each one has strengths to offer. I am encouraged that our club will 
be in good hands and will continue to grow.  

I am reaffirmed that the decision to limit terms of service was a good one. The new officers will commence with new ideas and 
enthusiasm. That will be good for the club. I have been involved in one way or another since the clubs inception and will continue 
to support the club in any way I can. I have been committed to the gaited Morgan since 1976 and don't see anything changing 
that. 

We have scheduled the annual meeting this year at a different time and location in order to help some of you who have had trou-
ble with making our meetings in the past. Hopefully the first part of august will help some, and Vegas has about the cheapest 
flights and accommodations we could find. 

We look forward to a great time and seeing YOU there. The meeting will be Monday evening. We wont be having a ride in con-
nection with this meeting , but any of you interested in a ride before or after get a hold of me and we will see what we can arrange 
here in Utah. 

I'm usually hard pressed to pass up an excuse to ride or talk or see horses. 

As I review the past years, I am convinced that the gaited morgan has made some significant progress. Both in terms of quantity 
and quality. That tells me that at least some of our goals, when the club was started, are being accomplished. One other indicator 
to me is that with the over all decline in the horse industry when some cant even give a horse away, the gaited morgan market 
has not experienced as much of that problem. While some prices may be down a little, there seems to continue to be good inter-
est in the gaited morgan. That is where the quality speaks volumes and will continue to provide a good market, especially to the 
serious trail rider. I am optimistic about the future of this great horse. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the annual meeting.  

Speedy Trails, Ken Thomas, President 

Hi Everyone…..It has been a busy spring for Jim and I here in Missouri.  Between 
jobs and farming we rather meet ourselves coming and going for a few months.  What 
could be more fun!  We’ve had some nice additions to our herd this year and can’t be 
happier with what Caduceus Moses has sired.  The August date for the annual meeting 
draws near and we are looking forward to seeing many of you in Las Vegas.  I hope 
everyone is getting in some decent riding...we’ve had some nice weather for it finally. 
Thanks to everyone who has been sharing photos, stories and ideas.  The more  
information I can receive from members the more interesting I think the newsletter 
can be. So...keep that good stuff rolling in and I’ll get it published for you. 
I should say a Thank you to Ken, Mel and Janet for continuing to serve the MSFHA. 
We could not be a club without your help. 

 
                                            Happy Riding...Vali 
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Horses for sale?  Don’t forget to submit classifieds to The Morgan 
Horse magazine, or go online to www.Morganhorse.com and submit 
your ad for free or photo ads are $10. 
Creative Performance Acts Wanted   2010 will see the Kentucky 
Horse Park as the host for World Equestrian Games.  Competitions will 
begin in 2009 at each AMHA Regional show.  For more details contact 
AMHA.  

MSFHA has taken on a new URL or website address.  Our old one expired and through a 
glitch in the notification system we lost the URL.  Fortunately we had a back up and got the website up and  
running within 24 hours.  Previous discussion among our directors and web mistress Heidi exposed the need to have a 
URL containing key words that people have used to eventually find our website.  gaited Morgans are those key words 
being used.  Any URL can be  set up to point those key words to any website.  There are numerous URL’s that contain 
the words gaited Morgans or single-footing Morgans that do not point to the MSFHA website and are not owned by 
MSFHA. It was not in the plans to change our main URL, but when the old one expired, that communication did not 
come through, and it was snatched up by an outfit that re-sells them for a hefty price.  For more details contact any 
board member, advisor, or this newsletter editor.  We are fortunate to have had one in reserve to utilize right away. 
 
Annual Meeting:  It’s official...annual meeting will be in Las Vegas, August 3 and 4 2009, at the ExCalibur hotel.  Book rooms 
now to get bargain rates.  We will have a meeting planned and will attend the ExCalibur show as a group.  We  scheduled for 
the weekday to get better rates on flights and rooms both.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
Membership Dues : Send in dues to Janet Hunter or pay on the website under Member Services. Order your Gaited Morgan 
items from our website as well. 
 
Newsletter Stories and photos always needed for the newsletter.  Contact vali@dam.net to submit items or if you  need help 
processing a story or photo.  
 
Thanks MSFHA 
I just wanted to thank Ken Thomas for his leadership as President for the last 3 1/2 years and his many previous years of dedi-
cation to the club and the Gaited Morgan. Also thanks to Janet Hunter for her many years as Secretary/Treasurer and all she 
does. Mr. Vice President Mel Frandson, thank you sir for the many many years and thank you Vali Suddarth for your work on 
our Newsletters. Now it's time to vote for our new leaders and I know we will continue to be a great club. I have learned so 
much about the Gaited Morgan in the last 5 or 6 years, thanks due to dedicated members like Gary Seibert and Ken Thomas 
always ready to answer my many questions. The comradery of the MSFHA and the Gaited Morgan list keeping us all in touch 
offering even more information and gaited Morgan info that Gary Seibert is working on to help explain the different terms and 
explanation of gaits.   

Auggie DeSchepper 

www.gaitedmorgans.org          our new website address 

Open Competition 

Competing your Morgan or enjoying a show as a spectator is a great experience and AMHA has a variety of ways you can become 
more involved in Morgan competitions. As a Morgan owner we encourage you to become a part of our competition recognition 
programs through the Open Competition and Open Competition High Point Award programs and show your Morgan at one of the 
many Morgan shows across the country. 

For those with competition expertise, AMHA offers judges education and training and even if you don’t aspire to hold an official 
judging card, the You-Be-The-Judge program is a fun way to get a taste of the action in center ring! Please read on for more information 
on how to take part in the exciting world of Morgan competition!   

Looking for a competition near you? Check out our Calendar of Events! at www.morganhorse.com 
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Classifieds 
For sale: four year old mare started under saddle. $1500 Flaxen chestnut sabino. Dam is very gaited and she has shown 
signs of gait, has a super fast walk. About 14.3 hands good feet, legs, bone etc. On the hotter side, but easy to bathe, fly 
spray,worm, give shots to, trim feet etc. 
Yearling colt chestnut carrying silver means he can throw silver bred to black based mares. Dam is foundation Morgan. 
Should mature to 15 hands he's as big as my 2 year olds now. Make an offer as a stud for about the next month then he 
will be gelded. Asking $1300 gelded. 
Two year old flashy flaxen sabino rabicano filly very gaited. Grace lives up to her name she's very graceful. Mature to 
14.2-14.3. asking $2500 or offer. 
Sue Schaenzer  
www.rainbowsgaitranch.com 
(541)510-2040 

Hi 
I would like to renew my subscription.  I have 3 gaited Morgans, 2 mares and a gelding.  Plus a 25 year 
old gelding.  He was gaiting and I never knew what he was doing...my girls said “Andy is doing his funny walk”. 
I didn’t care because it was so comfortable to ride...he could gait as fast as they trot.  I still ride Andy...he is always 
interested in going.                     
 
Rosezella Resutek 
Rib Lake WI 

Silvershoe Gunsmoke “Gunny” 

Hi Vali...here’s that photo of Gunny back when we first  
got him.  I’ve sent the disc with all the photos of him 
you should be getting it soon.  Enjoyed having you  
and Pam stay at my place and going visiting Morgans with 
me. I hope you had a fun and safe trip and those roosters 
are happy in Missouri.  WL 

Hi Vali, 
I just checked out the new website. It is great ! It is even 
better than the old one! and easier to move around in. 
Thanks to Heidi and everyone. Attached a photo of Gaya's 
(Bucksnort's Sweet Violet) first time at the beach. she did 
really well, was just a little scared about the waves com-
ming at her and around her feet, but she did have fun! And 
me too! It was only my second time ever riding at the 
beach. It is so wonderfull. We will go back! I live in Flor-
ida at the moment, about 1 1/2 - 2 hours from the beach. 
Sabina Dickel 

Sabina Dickel and Violet 
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 MISSOURI  MORGANS 
                     A THUNDERING HERD OF SOLIDLY GAITED FOALS  by 
     CADUCEUS MOSES 

Jim & Vali Suddarth Montreal, Missouri 
573-286-1954 417-286-4720 

vali@dam.net www.missourimorgans.com 

Missouris Braveheart by MaryMels Chocolate Miss Missouris Black Crystal by MaryMels Merry Widow 

Missouris Oh! Susannah by YDR Penney Jane 
Missouris Black Thunder by MaryMels Irish Luck 
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 MISSOURI  MORGANS 
                     A THUNDERING HERD OF SOLIDLY GAITED FOALS BY 
                                                      CADUCEUS MOSES 

Jim & Vali Suddarth Montreal, Missouri 
573-286-1954417-286-4720 

vali@dam.net 
www.missourimorgans.com 

 Also Introducing….. 

Beacon Silver Miracle 
                                          Gray Gaited Stallion 

Missouris Black Pearl by Silvershoe Selena 
 
Missouris Gold Mine by Silvershoe Sunbeam 

Missouris Katies Shadow by RLJ Lovely Katie 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Well, I’m not going to bring up my age. But I’m old enough to 
qualify for older age considerations and benefits.  I do have four 
children, and 6 grandchildren. 
 
I have been active in many community and civic related service. 
Of course when the kids were growing up I was the designated 
volunteer coach. I also served on my local town city council as an 
elected member, and have also served my church in scouting, and 
have two sons that are Eagle Scouts. 
 
I got involved with horses as a youngster growing up. I told my 
dad if he would just buy me a horse I would ride it every day. I 
would mow the grass, clean my room, and do what I was told, 
whatever it took to get a horse.  Well, my dad bought a horse at a 
rodeo auction. These are horses that they “buck out” then sell at 
the end of the event. I still remember him paying $60.00 bucks 
for her. My dad and cousin green broke her, and then it was my 
turn. I grew up on this half wild bay mare. She could outrun any 
of my friend’s horses, and I made a bunch of quarters on her until 
I ran out of friends to race. 
 
A few years went by, and my dad bought a little mare that was said to be a Morgan. I’m not sure if she was, but she was 
gaited. And she was one tough little mare. So, we went to breeding her hoping to get a foal that would be gaited. We tried 
Arabs, and then Quarter Horses. Nothing worked, until we took her to Mel Frandsen’s place. We bred her to Omar Sherriff, 
and a year later I had me a little gaited colt. To this day, I have tried to duplicate this horse. He was the greatest horse I have 
ever ridden. Well, the rest is history; I was hooked on gaited Morgan Horses. With a lot of help and advice from Mel, I got 
started in the Gaited Morgan Horse business. 
 
 I started buying mares, and breeding horses. My success rate of producing gaited horses was less than expected. It took me 
several years of understanding how to breed for gait. I was researching pedigrees, and all the history I could find to understand 
the secret.  So, those of you that know me I have shared this with. If you breed strong gait to strong gait, and when I say 
strong gait, it’s natural, and it has speed to it, then chances are pretty darn good that you will end up with a well gaited foal. I 
get a real kick out of people that see gait in horse pedigrees that are generations back. My philosophy would be to only look at 
the Sire and Dam, no further time and effort is necessary if you are trying to breed for consistent gait. 
 
I could go on and on with stories about my Gaited Morgan Horses and the love I have for them. The credit goes to Mel Frand-
sen, what he started benefited me and others greatly. What he has told me I listened to, and I have been able to produce some 
horses for people that keep coming back for more. So the horses speak for themselves. I’m not a horse trader, I’m a horse 
breeder. Going out and buying horses to re-sale is not what I do. I raise 6-10 foals a year. When people call me looking for an 
8 year old gaited gelding I doubt that I have one. I sell em when I wean em, if not before. What we sell, we bred and raised. 
 
As one of the original members, it would be a pleasure and honor serving our club. We need to grow our membership, educate 
and promote these awesome animals. I want to continue the work that has been done by our past leadership who has worked 
endless and thankless hours on all of our behalf. 
 
Let’s carry on, and move it forward. 
 
Gary Gray 
Silvershoe Morgans 

                 Gary Gray for President 

Gary & Caduceus Moses 

10 



 

 

   Brent Skidmore  for Vice President 

    164 West 510 South  

     American Fork,  Utah  84003  

          (801) 756-7171  
 
Short personal history and exposure to the Gaited Morgan Horse  
 
* Raised on a small farm in central Utah where my father used and 
loved the American Quarter horse.  At this time of my life  " 
a  horse was a horse" as long as it could be ridden and had a name.  
 
*After a period of time as a young husband and father (with out 
horses),  I was then reacquainted with the smooth riding of the 
gaited Morgan Horse of which I purchased from my Morgan tutor 
teacher, trainer, father-in-law,  Mel Frandsen.  I have enjoyed the 
many hours of discussion and lessons from the expert.  I have been 
taught the importance of proper and correct blood lines along with 
the attitude and conformation of these great horses.  
 
* I purchased my first mare in 1990 and she is now expecting a new 
addition to my herd in the next few weeks,  this mare has given me 
the desire and passion to build and cultivate a quality breeding pro-
gram of these smooth Gaited Morgan horses. I have supplied many 
comfortable riding hours to many comfortable "Cowboys" as they 
continue to ride and enjoy the quality time on the trail.  
 
* It is important to me to do what I can to promote and build on the 
traditions of the past and establish and create new experiences that 
will be treasured and become an important chapter in not only our 
lives but the lives of our children and grandchildren.   It is impor-
tant that all of the members of this organization continue to support 
and encourage each other to build the exposure and excellence of 
this quality breed.  
 
* I like to ride....I like to be on the mountain....I like to talk about 
horses....I like to look at and watch horses....I like to be with my 
horses....I like to learn about horses....isn't it refreshing to know we 
own and ride the best horse available!  
 
Brent Skidmore  
Sky Harbor Morgans  
American Fork,  Utah   84003  
 
Brent Skidmore 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
Bank of America Home Loans 
321 E State Rd #100 
American Fork,  Utah  84003 
801-492-7118  Direct 
801-830-5255  Cell 
801-492-9619  Fax 
brent.skidmore@bankofamerica.com  
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                     Gary Seibert for Vice President 
 

 
This short bullet bio is an overview of my efforts in Morgans and promoting the Gaited 

Morgan for almost ten years through various venues. 
1945-1969 

. Born and raised on a Southern Indiana grain farm with gaited horses 
1969 

. Commissioned Second Lieutenant US Army—24-year career 
1985-1998 

. Purchased and bred many non Gaited Morgans 
2000-2003 

. Purchased several Gaited Morgans 
. Gaited Morgan presentations at two Horse Expos-Louisville, Kentucky 

. Elected three times as Board Member Kentucky Bluegrass Morgan Horse Club 
. Received AMHA Morgan Supporter Award through nomination by MSFHA 

2004-2005 
. Elected for first of two terms as President Bluegrass Morgan Horse Club 

. First Gaited Foals after three years of losses from Kentucky Mare Syndrome 
. AMHA approved my request to include Gaited Morgans on AMHA website 

. Developed Chapter 19 Gaited Morgan class rules, which were incorporated in 
the FOSH (Friends of Sound Horses) Independent Judges Association Rule Book 
. Requested and received approval for Gaited Morgan classes at KYOVA—Ohio 

. Participated in presentation promoting the Gaited Morgan by illustrating the 
gaits at a gathering of people at Mt. Vernon, Illinois 

2006 
. Demonstration of Gaited Morgans at AMHA Convention 

. Entered two Gaited Morgans at May KYOVA Morgan Show 
. Entered two Gaited Morgans in the first ever Gaited Morgan classes at FOSH 

North American World Championships, Lexington, VA 
2008 

. Entered Gaited Morgan stallion against Mountain Horses at six Mountain 
Shows—which included the Kentucky State Championships and World 

Championships of United Mountain Horse Association 
It is a privilege to promote the Gaited Morgan. Please refer to my ad in this Newsletter 

which outlines the four points of interest I would pursue. If you have any questions, 
please email me at Jellico@gaitedmorgans.com or call 502-647-1572. 

Thanks for your interest and consideration. 
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     "The Essence of Gait"  
                                                 by Mimi Busk-Downey   
 
        
When conducting a seminar I always start with a question for the participants: "What makes a horse gait?" Some people answer: 
"Inheritance?" "Inborn ability?" "Conformation?" Still others just look startled, realizing that that they had not thought much 
about just what makes their horse gait. Yet we are involved with gaited breeds, and many would argue that gait is these breeds' 
single most defining characteristic. So what does make a horse gait? There is no doubt that gait is inherited and due to inborn 
ability. In some breeds and individuals this ability must be greatly directed through training, while others are more natural. But 
what is the inherited factor that makes the horse gait? Does the horse gait because of the way it is built? Some have stated that if 
a horse has a certain build, it will perform an intermediate four-beat gait. If this were true, breeding horses with perfect gait 
could be accomplished by breeding horses with the perfect "gaiting" conformation. Unfortunately, it is not that easy. We have all 
seen horses that are built far from any breed standard, yet gait beautifully. We also see many winners of the conformation 
classes that barely gait at all. A horse's conformation affects the way it moves. It affects the execution of its gait. It does not de-
termine the order of its footfall pattern(1). There are other genes that control whether the horse will be diagonal (a trotter), lateral 
(a pacer) or the horse we seek, capable of an even four-beat gait. Gait is determined by an inherited pattern of neural impulses. 
Through these neural patterns, the brain tells the body in which order to move the limbs. The limbs then respond, to the degree 
that the body is capable. This is where conformation becomes a factor in the execution of gait. A horse does not enter an inter-
mediate four-beat gait because of its conformation. Sometimes, though, the neurological impulses are so strong it will gait well 
in spite of its conformation. Like a computer performing actions according to its programming, a horse will not gait if all of its 
neural impulses tell it to trot. Understanding the concept of "what makes gait" is critical to the advancement of any breeding pro-
gram of naturally gaited horses. A person selecting matings based on the idea that conformation makes gait will be disappointed 
in the long run. However, it is a challenge to change one's thinking when experts on trotting horses publish that conformation 
creates a horse's gait. 
                                                        Inheritance - A Theoretical Example 
Scientists have not yet done the research to learn exactly how many genes control the inheritance of a horse's gaits. However, we 
can use a theoretical model of inheritance to help us grasp the idea. Let's pretend for the sake of this discussion that gait is inher-
ited through eight genes; four sets of alleles. In our model the intermediate four-beat gait is recessive and the trotting genes are 
dominant. Suppose we cross a Thoroughbred with a Peruvian Paso. Our theoretical Thoroughbred is a pure trotter having only 
dominant trotting genes (TT TT TT TT). This theoretical Peruvian is a well-gaited horse with only "gait" genes (tt tt tt tt). The 
offspring of this mating would have a genotype of Tt Tt Tt Tt. It would be a hard trotter with no tendency to amble. If this  
TB-Peruvian cross was then bred to another Peruvian, the resulting 3/4 gaited horse could have more gaiting genes than its half-
blood mother and might very well amble. It might only want to trot, or it might trot when slow and be able to learn to gait when 
pushed faster. The above scenario may seem unproductive or even silly to a devotee of gait. Yet something precisely like that 
happened just before the turn of the century in the southeast United States. The American Saddle Horse was  a gaited breed de-
scended from colonial horses of Spanish and Nordic bloodlines. Then around 1897 the trot became fashionable and was made a  
required gait in the show ring. To engender the trot, Saddle Horses were bred to imported Thoroughbreds. Soon individuals of 
the new strain, called the American Saddlebred, had the ability to trot for prolonged periods. Some could still do a slow gait or a 
rack. If a five-gaited Saddlebred had no gaiting genes it could not be taught these lateral show gaits. However, the presence of 
just a few gait genes is not enough to make a breed "gaited." Due to the influence of gaited horses during the American Colonial 
period, ambling individuals can still be found in many trotting breeds such as the Morgan, Appaloosa and even the Quarter 
Horse. These few are now being sought out and bred to one another, so hopefully the genes will be doubled-up and the gaits will 
improve over the next few generations. The Morgan breed has had the foresight to include a "gaited division" in their registry to 
preserve the heritage that has endured from the previous centuries.  (editor note: we know this is not true but a good idea) 
                                                          The Gaited Horse - A Travel Horse 
A gaited breed must be able to perform prolonged travel at its middle gait. It must enter this gait naturally and willingly, and 
should even improve timing as it travels. This means that enough genetic gait must be present to make the gait the most natural 
and comfortable way for the horse to move. In some gaited breeds, show rules still call for diagonal gaits. In the quest of having 
horses called "four-gaited" or "five-gaited" the breeder must keep more trotting genes, and unfortunately then there will be a  
number of these horses that do not gait well at all.  If the breeder also wants his horses to canter well, he will choose  
more"trotting" genes. The true canter is also a diagonal gait, being produced by the footfall of left rear, right rear and left fore 
together and then right foreleg. In a run, the gaited horse will do what most suits his genetics. But teaching a show canter or lope 
means schooling the horse to taking a lead, which in turn hampers the evenness of the four-beat gait. Some well-gaited horses 
may have a stage in their lives, especially between six months and 1 1/2 years, when they often trot at liberty. This is not a con-
cern. Gaited horses should be athletic enough to run well. Their gaits should under no circumstances be limited to only a pace 
(also called a huachano) or a "slick pace" (slightly broken pace). At the same time, a breed must have a large majority of its indi-
viduals that can do a four-beat gait with even timing in order to be considered a gaited breed. A breed that primarily is made up 
of horses that do a four-beat gait based on a slightly broken diagonal footfall pattern can only be considered "minimally-gaited".  
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"The Essence of Gait" by Mimi Busk-Downey continued 
 
A large percentage of offspring from these parents will only trot. Without doubt, breeds of this footfall heritage have been bred 
for other purposes, at which they may excel. Developing the intermediate gait has been only incidental. To have a truly well-
gaited natural breed, gait must be a top priority among breeders. They must first learn to identify and categorize their horses' 
gaits, and then select the crosses which will improve the traits  they are lacking. Certain characteristics may be sought after in 
one gaited breed and penalized in another. These modifications of the execution are usually aesthetic but sometimes they affect 
function. Examples would be the head nod in the Tennessee Walker, termino in a Peruvian, and fino-fino in a Paso Fino. These 
ways of going would be penalized in a breed other than the one for which the trait is typical. The Icelandic Horses keep the trot  
as a distinct and desirable gait while also trying to maintain the tolt and flying pace, while a trot is cause for disqualification in 
most gaited breed competitions. The fox-trot is a diagonally-based gait, and the only intermediate gait some breeds can do, but 
it is considered unacceptable by several other gaited breeds. Sometimes these characteristics prized by specific breed show stan-
dards are somewhat in conflict with the aim of producing the very best "travel horse". Judging by function alone, a trail rider 
might choose a Tennessee Walking Horse that did a rack rather than a running walk. The rack could be smoother and more effi-
cient than the running walk, since the running walk includes the head nod and accompanying movement of the croup. The  
difference is primarily conformational, possibly related to the length of the femur. In the same way, an endurance rider would 
likely choose a Peruvian with little or no termino but great stride, looking for the most efficient covering of ground. A Fox-
Trotter that can perform an even four-beat gait may be a more comfortable horse than one that only does the gait for which the 
breed is named. A Paso Fino that has a show-stopping fino-fino may not move out enough to be a great trail horse, so a rider 
might choose a largo-gaited horse as a better travel horse. An Icelandic so well-gaited that it tolts at all speeds would be an awe-
some ride, but would place lower in classes calling for diagonal gaits. 
                                                                           Defining Gait 
To make sure we are talking about gaits the same way, we need to use a model to categorize the gaits and their variations. I like 
to use the chart below, because it shows the continuum of gaits and assigns numbers to each one. Please note that the chart re-
fers only to footfall patterns and not to speeds. Every gait can be performed at a variety of speeds and with many different ways 
of going, but the primary definition of the gaits is based on the order and timing in which the hooves hit the ground. 
 
      1                        25                               50                                   75                                                         100 
 
    Trot          Pasitrote                          Paso Llano                        SobreandandoPace  
    Trote        Fox-Trot                               Rack                            Andadura                                           Huachano  
                                                                   Tolt                             Stepping-Pace  
                                                           Running-walk    
                                                              Paso Fino    
                                                              Paso Corto    
                                                              Paso Largo    
                                                              Singlefoot    
                      Trocha     
                     Marcha Picada                                                                                                                     Slick Pace  
                                          Marcha Batida   
 
Different breeds and individual horses will execute the same gaits but look very different doing so. However, our scale of gait is 
defined by footfall pattern and not by the way the horse looks while performing that footfall pattern. How he moves his head or 
lifts his feet doesn't tell us which gait the horse is doing. Think about Jerry Lee Lewis and Liberace playing piano. Both could 
play the same tunes. The fact that Jerry Lee did it with a "whole lotta shakin"' made no difference to the notes played! Once we 
have established the timing of a gait as its primary definition, we can look at execution as a secondary consideration. Head-nod, 
for example, is used as a secondary definition of a running walk. The same even gait without the head nod would be called a 
rack. A paso llano and a singlefoot are also isochronal gaits, but in a paso llano there are always three feet on the ground and in 
a singlefoot there are moments where only one foot is in support. Though all the even gaits can be performed at various speeds, 
style differences are defined by the breeds to identify show ring preferences. It is interesting to the breeder to know for certain 
how fast - or slowly his horse can perform. There is a simple way to check a horse's speed. Mark off a track of eighty-eight feet 
along a flat, even space. With the horse in a good gait, time it as it travels those 88 feet. If the time is 10 seconds, the horse is 
going 6 miles per hour. 8.5 seconds equals 7 mph; 7.5 seconds equals 8 mph and 6.7 seconds equals 9 mph. If your horse travels 
88 feet in 6 seconds he is going 10 miles per hour. Slow motion video can help analyze exactly what a horse's footfall sequence 
and timing is, and therefore what gait he is doing. It is especially valuable with very fast horses whose movements may fool the  
eye. 
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"The Essence of Gait" by Mimi Busk-Downey  continued 
                                                                     Factors Affecting Gait 
Because gait is inherited through neurology and affected by conformation means that a horse's gaiting potential can be limited 
or maximized due to how he is built. Other important factors in the expression of gait are conditioning, training, and tempera-
ment.Temperament is one of the factors most often overlooked in selecting for gait. If a horse is lazy, he will be much harder 
to collect and drive forward. When asking for a precision gait, collection and balance will be important. A horse with a good 
natural "motor" will make the most of its genetic gait. A horse that is nervous or excessively high strung, though, will waste 
too much energy on silliness to be able to perform well. In the Spanish breeds the desirable combination of energy and good 
sense is called brio. In classes where animation is desired, a horse with more temperament will sparkle. In a performance class 
such as reining, presence is still an asset but a jumpy horse will not go far. Conditioning obviously is a factor in any athlete's 
performance. The more fit the horse becomes, the better it will gait. The exception to this rule would be a horse that naturally 
has a good even four-beat gait, but is ridden for extended periods out of gait. If a gaited horse is trotted under saddle, it will 
become a better trotter. If it is galloped, it will get better at taking a lead, which is undesirable in an even four- beat gait. Per-
forming other gaits can build muscle, but ultimately, the only way a horse will improve its gait is by gaiting. Training to im-
prove gait at its most basic is simply teaching the horse to carry weight and then riding in a way not to interfere with the 
horse's natural ability. In order to maintain a natural horse, training must not employ any artificial devices. A great horse 
should be born, not made. In some breeds, training has become the way gaited horses are made. Training can become an en-
emy of the breeder when it is difficult to tell how much of the movement of a horse is inborn and how much forced through 
unnatural methods. The answer to eliminating unnatural training and showing methods -- commonly known as gimmicking -- 
and to the abhorrent practice of soring that occurs in some breeds, is simply lifetime expulsion for any owner or trainer. This is 
a penalty that can be an effective deterrent, but due to financial interests some breeds have not yet been successful in making 
this rule. Breed registries that have strong rules to protect the naturalness of their horses have seen a continual increase in 
popularity. Within the scope of "natural" training we can include exercises to supple and flex the horse, and increase muscle 
development. Spanish training includes movements that are actually an ancient form of dressage, and can be valuable in help-
ing a horse find its best natural gait. For most gaited horses, a trainer's focus should be placed on improved timing. Once the  
cadence is even, the rider can begin to stretch the horse's range in gait -- the variety of speeds at which the horse maintains a 
smooth, even gait.  This range is called thread in Peruvian horses. One final note on the equitation of a gaited horse: the horse 
should be expected to do only that which he can do, naturally. A head held high duet o good conformation and a proud attitude 
is wonderful to see in a balanced, collected horse. The horse should collect by being allowed to bascule properly and shift 50% 
of its weight to its hind limbs. A horse  should not be falsely "collected" by having its head pulled up by the rider's arms haul-
ing on the reins and weight placed too far back on the horses loins. This "push-pull" method of riding is very negative in the  
long-term,resulting in sore horses with diminishing ability. 
                                                                         Showing The Gait 
In all breeds, but especially  those where only an even four-beat gait is acceptable as a middle gait, the rider must develop a 
metronome in his head to ensure the gait remains evenly spaced. Many horses can do a very smooth fox-trot (pasitrote) and the 
rider has a hard time telling what his mount is doing. Typically these horses will trot at slow speeds and begin to gait as they 
move faster. We also find a number of horses in all of the gaited breeds which are performing practically at a pace. Typically 
these individuals can do an even gait only at very slow speed and then move to the stepping-pace and then to a pace or close to 
it, before they have reached an acceptable traveling speed. Some of them can't break the pace without heavy shoes! Placing 
these horses in high ribbon positions will cause the breed to lose gait ability, as these animals pass on their mediocrity. There 
are horses so well-gaited they can maintain a pure even four-beat gait up and down hills, on uneven terrain, at slow and fast  
speeds. These horses drive from the rear, collecting naturally. At speed some even perform the true singlefoot gait: an even 
four-beat gait with one foot down and three feet up. When we see the best gaited, most effortless horses in a show ring, we  
should reward them and help them achieve recognition. Judges can help our breeds' futures by insisting the gaits and execution 
are natural, functional and not extreme. We rely heavily on our judges to evaluate a breed's progress. As we train and accredit 
judges we set the stage for the future of the breed. As we promote gaited horses, All-Gaited Shows will become increasingly  
  important. Sometimes in these shows judges are asked to place breeds with which they are not particularly familiar. Judges' 
exchange programs and seminars for judges of all the gaited breeds would be helpful to train a pool of knowledgeable people 
who know gait and can judge these open gaited shows wisely. 
                                                                          Breeding For Better Gait 
Several of the well-known gaited breeds are losing their genetic ability to gait with every generation. To reverse this trend and 
breed for better gait, we need to start with at least one parent with superb natural timing and smoothness. If a mare lacks gait 
but has other wonderful qualities, breed her to a stallion truly exceptional in gait. If a mare has truly wonderful gait but is defi-
cient in other areas, she should be bred to the best-gaited stallion available that can correct her faults. It is highly inadvisable to 
breed together two animals that tend to trot or two animals that tend to pace. The preferred method is to breed to the ideal. Fail-
ing that, at least we should not cross two horses that will compound each other's shortcomings. Should we use ever stallions 
that lack a good natural gait? Maybe, but sparingly, and only if they are exceptional in other areas.  

16 



 

 

17 



 

 

"The Essence of Gait" by Mimi Busk-Downey continued  
 
Our show judging standards can assist this process by placing sufficient emphasis on gait in the breeding division classes. 
There are many champion stallions that are never entered in gait classes, because they would not win a high placing. Each 
gaited breed can decide how best to emphasize gait to encourage improvement. It is really critical while breeding toward ide-
als, to avoid extremes. Those who breed for extremes will almost always lose something essential. An example would be 
breeding for high knee action. Lift increases naturally in a loose, well-gaited horse as he extends his gait. But to breed for lift 
for its own sake will result in horses that are rough and can't reach in a natural way. 
                                                              Peruvian Horse Gait Specifics 
In the Peruvian Paso, the ideal horse can do a paso llano at a variety of speeds and also perform a sobreandando at a variety of 
speeds. In addition, the horse will be smooth in both gaits at all speeds and also exhibit overstep in all gaits, even a slight 
amount in the paso llano. Is this a high standard of gait? Undoubtedly. Is it too high a standard? I don't think so even though 
the number of horses that meet it is small. Since the Peruvian breed puts great emphasis on gait, its shows offer classes judged 
solely on gait. Major shows crown a Best Gaited Horse of Show, to reward and recognize this essential breed characteristic. 
The standard must be high to maintain and improve the breed's reputation as he pinacle of perfection in gaited horses. The 
only way to maintain the depth of breed ("hondura de raza") is to judge to a strict standard and reward horses that meet the 
standard naturally. To meet the admittedly high standard of Peruvian gait, we need to breed for horses that have smoothness, 
wonderful timing, advance, overstep, thread and balance. In a paso llano, overstep will be limited to capping in some horses, 
with half a print over being superior, a whole print even better, and six inches overstep in the isochronal gait being truly  
outstanding. More overstep is not better than the correct amount. Advance is sometimes confused with overstep. Advance is 
the distance a horse moves forward during one full stride cycle. Usually good overstep and good advance are found in the 
same horse, and horses lacking one will usually lack the other. However, there are rare horses with minimal overstep that will 
advance well. As a horse moves from a paso llano to a sobreandando (closer to the pace), the overstep will increase. Therefore 
a horse that only caps at a paso llano should show overstep in a sobreandando. A horse with overstep at the paso llano will 
ususally have an execution called gateado (cat-like) and will have excellent overstep in a sobreandando. Some breeders and 
even judges mistake a slow sobreandando with a paso llano gateado. This confusion could come from concentrating on har-
mony -- something a good Peruvian horse should show in his execution -- meaning that his knees and hocks should appear to 
be tied together with an invisible rod (like the wheels of a train). This can be deceiving and good judges listen carefully to the 
timing of the gait and learn not to mistake a pacey horse with one that has correct harmony and timing. Looseness will be a 
good clue as to whether a horse is performing properly. Tight horses are never gateado, no matter their timing. If a horse can 
only do a sobreandando when beyond the speed of a walk, and barely caps while doing this, it is not a well-gaited Peruvian 
horse, no matter how smooth it may be. There are well-gaited horses that perform most of the time at a sobreandando, but 
they have a broad thread and all the other characteristics good gait requires. If judges reward tight, pacey horses, the breed 
will suffer. If they reward pacey horses with little or no overstep, Peruvian horses will lose gait with every generation. 
The Peruvian horse must be judged at a slow speed. They need to demonstrate the depth of their breeding ("hondura de raza") 
by traveling in an even gait at the speed of 5 or 6 miles per hour. They should also be shown at a natural walk on a loose rein, 
briefly, in every class. But once horses have been categorized initially at a slow speed, they should also be allowed to demon-
strate their thread ("hilo"). Excessive speed is not necessary, but maintaining a pure gait in a range of speeds is certainly a  
virtue. Sometimes it seems that in an effort to help people understand how important it is that Peruvians gait slowly, we have 
created the idea that any horse that can also gait fast is not well-gaited. Nothing could be  further from the truth. The best-
gaited Peruvian horses in the past decades have all been capable of 10 or 12 mph -- or more -- in a good gait, at full extension. 
But all of  them were made to prove themselves in the show ring at the slower speeds. Evaluating gait is a multi-step process.  
Once we have established a group of horses that are strong, smooth, have advance, we would look at timing and overstep to-
gether. Horses with even four-beat timing, and overstep, can move to the head of the class. Horses that land with a heavier 
sound in front hooves than in the rear are put in lower categories. Then the final step is to put the horses in the order you have 
decided to place them, and then check thread. A good way is to ask the first place horse to go as slowly as possible in a good 
gait, and check how the other horses maintain their gaits and cadence. Then the lead horse would be asked to go a little faster, 
and a little faster, to demonstrate thread. A judge often shifts a place or two at this point, putting horses with limited range 
into the lower ribbons. An experienced breeder or judge may be able to accomplish all the steps in a matter of moments, 
whereas a novice may need time to take in each aspect separately. The very first step is to eliminate all horses with pasterns 
that drop below horizontal during normal forward movement. The second step is to choose the smoothest horses in the group. 
Then, pick the horses that are reaching the rear hoof underneath the rider. This can be done by drawing a line vertically from 
the point of the hoof where it hits the ground. The better-gaited horses will meet this test, whereas with horses of less 
quality the line will fall under the back of the saddle near the crupper buckle. (This test is one of the few ways to evaluate a 
horse in a still photo for quality of movement, but the photo must show the horse directly from the side.) 
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"The Essence of Gait" by Mimi Busk-Downey  continued        
 
This horse falls short of ideal.                                   This horse meets the test. 

                    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Shaping the Future 
The market for gaited horses is expanding tremendously. The driving force behind this expansion is promotion by enthusias-
tic owners riding getting their horses out in the public eye. The pleasure horse market is a very important niche, and will be 
key to expansion for smooth-gaited horses. When someone rides a gaited horse for the first time, they often realize they have 
discovered what a horse should be. To the average rider, the smooth ride is enough, and many enjoy their horse without 
studying the fine points of the gait. Breeders have to think a little differently. After all, they are shaping the future of our 
horses. For hundreds of years the world's horsemen have known gaited horses. In fact for ages there were more gaited horses 
than trotters. As we enter the 21st century we are not inventing something new; we are attempting to recover and preserve a 
genetic entity that is danger of being lost. This is a serious responsibility. Breeders need to study gait and observe how it is 
transmitted from generation to generation. Only then can he reliably produce the horses to satisfy trail riders, show enthusi-
asts and the breeders of the future.  
 
Mimi Busk-Downey hales from the Calgary, Alberta, Canada area and raises Peruvian Paso horses  at Crescent Moon 
Ranch Peruvian Pasos with her husband Dale since 1974.  Mimi is an owner/breeder, aficionado, judge, and member of nu-
merous Peruvian Paso Organizations.  While this article is for the Peruvian Paso audience, it touches on so many facets of 
gait answering many questions that apply to all gaited horses. 

                                Nancy Bower and gaited Morgans in Illinois 
Hi Vali 
 
We enjoyed the visit with you and Jim and seeing your beautiful herd of gaited Morgans.  We especially enjoyed  
seeing Caduceus Moses as he is a half brother to our gelding Coal Creek Ace (Patchett Hill and Honey Spice).  What a hand-
some guy he is!!  There should be some really nice babies in the spring. 
 

I took my gaited Morgan Springtown Black Cat to 
the Mississippi Valley Morgan Horse Club Cele-
brate the Morgan Horse demonstration at the Brunk 
Museum in Rochester, IL.   
 
Our part of the demo was the old time cowboy and 
how the Morgans were great for ranch work.  The 
gaited ones were preferred because they could go 
all day long and not tire the horse or rider with their 
smooth comfortable gait. 
 
Nancy Bower 
 
Note:  The horse on the back cover is the nicely 
gaited Morgan  Notahoby Indpendence aka Indy 
owned by Lance Lester and bred by Nancy Bower. 
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 Gerald & Kathleen Fisher of Milledgeville, GA. My husband is originally from CA and I am 
from WI. We met and married in Sacramento, CA when we both worked for the U.S. Marshal's 
Service. He is retired from the U.S. Marshal's service and working on a second career as a college 
professor teaching Criminal Justice. We both are prior military, he in the medical field, me as a law 
enforcement specialist/K9 handler & trainer. I got out when I had our  first child in 1986, and then 
went back in the AF Reserves in 1992. In 1996 I transferred into the Air National Guard as a musi-
cian and currently have almost 20 years combined service. I recently left the banking field after 13 
years to spend more time with the horses and at my additional military responsibility as the deploy-
ment manager .  We bought our first Morgan in 1992 after we stopped moving around from state to 
state and I started looking for a gaited one. I had heard they existed, but it took us awhile to find 
some and they were all out west. We currently have 5 Morgans mares, and our primary focus is on 
trail riding. I also like a lot of white markings and our first foal crop had two foals with the splash 
pinto gene causing them to each have a blue eye, but not a lot of white markings. The third foal 
didn't get a blue eye, but has 4 high white stockings, wide blaze, white chin and multiple belly 
spots. She is eligible for the pinto registry. We hope to breed some gaited pinto Morgans in the 
future but have put that on hold for now. We enjoy riding and camping in the state parks here in 
GA, and plan on taking a trip to ride the trails around Mammoth Cave in KY this year. 
 
    http://www.journeyfarmmorgans.com 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE 

Here is a photo of how we use our Morgans! The horses are 
Silvershoe Shady Sadie, the black, and Belle Takes Command-
chestnut. We do a lot of camping/trail riding in the GA state parks 
and belong to Silver Spurs Riding Club in Dublin, GA which has 
1000 acres to ride on. 

Arapaho Penny-AKA Ruby-2001 liver chestnut mare by Mary 
Mels Snooper out of Apple Pi Miss Lilly Lou. High perecentage 
Foundation bred by the Arapaho Ranch in Colorado. Excellent 
old lines from the established programs of Apple Pi and Mary 
Mel. Well built mare with lots of chrome.  This mare is for sale-
see website for details!!   

Two military women, Kathleen and her 
daughter, Christina Clark 
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3850 Las Vegas Blvd South Las Vegas NV 89109 1-877-750-5464 

This summer plan your vacation around the annual MSFHA meeting.  
Planned for vacation time of the year in the vacation capital of the nation, 

an easy and affordable destination. 
Lots of good air fare and accommodation packages for 

Las Vegas so book early and stay at the Excalibur.  We will meet for dinner 
and enjoy the ExCalibur performance  

show Tournament of Kings.  The agenda for the meeting is not set yet, but 
will be conducted Monday evening. 

We’re planning this meeting without a ride for a relaxing 
time together, mid summer, hoping to make it easier for  

many to attend.  Look forward to seeing each of you  
there...SUMMER 2009!! 



 

 


